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been due to his own intractibility and incalculability.
He was obsessed by the idea of his own importance; he
was possessed by a number of crochets, of which zeal
for Protestantism and passion for Parliamentary reform
were the most pronounced; he was always convinced
that he was always right in all that he strongly believed.
He was therefore a difficult man to get on with.
When, however, in 1865 he became Prime Minister
for the second time, he was seventy-three years old,
and age, together with many domestic sorrows, had
begun to smooth his asperities. He made no great
change in the Cabinet which he took over from Pal-
merston; he took the occasion, however, to elevate Lord
Harrington, to introduce Mr. G. J. Goschen, and to
transfer the Foreign Office from himself to the Earl of
Clarendon. Nevertheless, although the Ministry re-
mained in outward form much as it had been before,
in spirit it was thoroughly new. Russell himself was
free as never before to indulge in an orgy of Parlia-
mentary reform, while the House of Commons, under
the leadership of Gladstone, was a wholly different
body from the same House with Palmerston, that
" cynical octogeranium "—as someone happily called
him—in command.
The zeal of Russell and the seriousness of Gladstone
brought the Government down with a crash in less
than seven months. Even that brief period was not
free from grave trouble. There was a formidable in-
surrection in Jamaica, followed by a formidable agita-
tion in Britain concerning the severity with which
Governor Eyre had suppressed it. The cattle plague
made havoc among the herds of England, causing
acute agricultural distress. The country passed through
one of the worst commercial crises in its history, among
the many disastrous failures that occurred being that of
the great bill-discounting fiftn of Overend and Gurney,
whose liabilities amounted to ^19,000,000.
In spite, however, of the anxiety and gloom of the

